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Organised & Promoted by Rathfriland Motor Club Ltd. 
 
 
                                

AN AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY . 
 

 
County Down  is where, in the words of the famous song by Percy French, " the mountains of 
Mourne sweep down to the sea", and the granite Mourne Mountains continue to be renowned 
for their beauty. Slieve Donard, at 848 metres (2,796 feet), is the highest peak in the Mournes 
and the highest in Northern Ireland. Another important peak is Slieve Croob, at 532 metres 
(1,775 ft), is the source of the River Lagan. 

Down is remarkable for its many low, 
beautifully cultivated hills. However, in 
South Down, it is still the rugged 
Mountains of Mourne that dominate the 
skyline, offering a striking contrast to this 
arable fertile land.  
 

To the east, the Ards Peninsula forms a 
barrier between the sea and an almost 
land-locked Strangford Lough.  
 

With a history spanning 7000 years, County Down has many important archaeological sites and 
ancient monuments, together with attractions for the sportsman, the climber and the walker, and 
now, the Motorsport enthusiast. 
 
 
�

Castlewellan  is a market town situated in the foothills of the Mourne Mountains and Slieve 
Croob in an area of outstanding natural beauty.  
Designed around the 18th century, with its wide tree lined streets and elegant squares is 
widely acclaimed for its striking plan form and the beauty of its natural surroundings. 
It contains a variety of buildings of historic and architectural significance, many of them listed 
and included in a local Heritage trail.  
 

Visitors to Castlewellan are mostly heading for one or other of the 
two forest parks nearby but this agreeable market town deserves 
more than a passing glance, with it’s squares, two market houses 
and two attractive churches.  
 

Internationally renowned for its Arboretum, Castlewellan Forest Park 
has become one of the key attractions for tourists to the region. 
Dating from about 1860 the Arboretum contains exotic trees and 
plants from throughout the world and is particularly famed for the 
conifer 'Castlewellan Gold'. Also featured in the Arboretum are the 
walled Annesley Garden, spring garden, autumn wood, winter 
garden and rhododendron woods. 
 

 
The world's largest permanent hedge Maze is the Peace Maze 
in Castlewellan Forest Park, which has a total area of 11,215 
m² (2.771 acres), a total path length of 3.515 km (2.184 miles) 
and opened on September 12, 2001. The maze was designed 
by Beverley Lear (UK) and created by the Forest Service, 
Northern Ireland and members of the public.  
Visitors to the event can try their navigation skills around the 
labyrinth of paths as the Maze is a short stroll from the Event 
Service Park. 
 
 
 

 



1.0 INTRODUCTION. 
 

 
WELCOME TO THE F&M CONTRACTS DOWN RALLY 2008. 
Hopefully the information included in this Guide will be of benefit while you are out 
spectating on the Down Rally. 
 

While out in the Forests, or in the Service Area, please be vigilant at all times and 
be aware of the environment around you. 
Please follow the instructions of the Event Officials at all times as they are acting 
in your interests. 
 

The organisers are indebted to the Forest Service for their permission to use the 
facilities for the event and we urge you to please take your rubbish home with you.    
 

For 2008, we have applied to the Motor Sport Association for permission to allow 
cars entered in classes 1, 3 and 4 to start in front of the faster cars. This allows 
the lower powered cars to enjoy the better road conditions, which they would not 
normally experience if they were running at the tail of the field. 
Therefore, the first competing cars will start at number 101. Once the smaller 
capacity cars have passed, there will be a few minutes gap before the first main 
field competitor starts the stage. Please be aware of this gap and do not attempt 
to move your position during this time. 
 

We recommend that you aim to be in position not less than 10 minutes before the 
scheduled time for the first car (see section 9).  As with all other events, several 
Course Cars will travel the route ahead of the Competitors to ensure that all the 
Emergency Services, Marshals and Stage Set up are as planned. 
 

So, on behalf of Rathfriland Motor Club, and F&M Contracts, we wish you a safe 
and enjoyable event. 
 

If you found this guide helpful, or have any suggestions to improve it contact us at:  
 

downrally@rathfrilandmotorclub.com  
 

Further information about Rathfriland Motor Club can be found at: 
www.rathfrilandmotorclub.com  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.0 VERY BRIEF EVENT HISTORY 
 
The Down Rally started life as the Kilbroney Clubman Stages Rally, based in Rostrevor forest 
park. In 2005, it was decided to apply for Northern Ireland Rally Championship status which 
necessitated relocation from Rostrevor to the Newcastle area, and a move from Tarmac to 
gravel. After a successful pilot event, the event was accepted into the Pacenotes Championship 
for 2007 and the event moved from Newcastle to the more suitable facilities in and around 
Castlewellan.  
 

3.0 PAST WINNERS 
 

· 2000 Kilbroney Stages 
Winner - Maurice Moffitt 

· 2001 Kilbroney Stages 
Winner – Trevor Lancashire 

· 2002 Kilbroney Stages (Clubman Championship) 
Winner – Terrence Taggart 

· 2003 Kilbroney Stages (Clubman Championship) 
Winner – Gary White 

· 2004 Kilbroney Stages (Clubman Championship) 
Winner - Gary White     

· 2005 PHP Architects Kilbroney Stages (Clubman Championship) 
Winner - Dominic Carson   
 

· 2005 McGrady Insurance Down Rally (Non Championship round) 
1. Sean Devine & Ciaran Kelly                       Subaru Impreza WRC 
2. Neil McCance & Martin O’Neil                    Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 8.5 
3. Richard Cathcart & Marshal Clark              Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 7 
4. Raymond Mason & Peter Martin                Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 6 
5. Andy Magee & Vincent Fergus                   Ford Escort MkII 
6. John Walker & Dessie Wilson                    Subaru Impreza STI 

 

· 2006 McGrady Insurance Down Rally (Pacenotes NI Championship) 
1. Kevin Lynch & Martin McNichol                  Subaru Impreza WRC 
2. Sean Devine & Damien Duffin                    Subaru Impreza WRC 
3. Darren Gass & Johnny Crozier                   Toyota Celica GT4 
4. Neil McCance & Sean Ferris                       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9  
5. Mark Barnett & Terry Wilkinshaw                Ford Escort Mk II 
6. John Walker & David Meeke                       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9 

 

· 2007 F&M Contracts Down Rally (Pacenotes NI Championship) 
1. Richard Cathcart & Martin Brady                  Subaru Impreza N10 
2. Donagh Kelly & Kevin Flanaghan                 Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 8.5  
3. Paul Britton & Martin McGarrity                    Subaru Impreza N10 
4. Stephen Moore & Tony McHugh                  Subaru Impreza 555 
5. PJ Gillespie & Mary O’Kane                         Mitsubishi Lancer Evo  
6. Andrew Ritchie & Garnet McFettridge          Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 7  

 



4.0 2007 EVENT REVIEW 
 
CATHCART DOMINATES DOWN RALLY. 
 

Enniskillen driver Richard Cathcart, 
partnered by Martin Brady, took an 
impressive win on the Rathfriland 
Motor Club’s FM Contracts Down 
Rally on Saturday 20th. 
 
The Castlewellan based event was 
the penultimate round of the MSA 
Pacenotes NI Stage Rally 
Championship and all the interest 
centred on the battle for the overall 
title between Glenn Allen and 
Stephen Moore.  
 
One championship point separated 
the 2 drivers before the event but 
things took a dramatic turn on the morning of the event when it was discovered that the Moore 
Focus WRC had developed a serious fuel tank leak, and with no time or spare fuel tank, it 
looked like Stephen was going no further until Martin Cairns offered the use of his Group A 
Impreza to keep his championship hopes alive.  
 
 So Glenn Allen’s Toyota Corolla WRC lead Stephen Moore and the rest of the field away from 
the Castlewellan into the first stage in Tollymore Forest, but it was number 5 seed Cathcart who 
was 5 seconds faster than Allen through the 6.5 mile stage with past winner Sean Devine in 
third place. Gareth Logan was well on the pace in fourth place, but pushed a little too hard on 
the second stage in Rostrevor and rolled his Mitsubishi into retirement. 
 
So after the first loop of stages, Richard Cathcart arrived at the service area in Castlewellan 
Forest Park with a 2 second advantage over Sean Devine, with Glenn Allen in close attendance 
and rival Stephen Moore languishing at the lower end of the top ten. 
 
 Allen’s fight back started on the first run through Stage 3 in Drumkeeragh, were he clipped 4 
seconds from Cathcart’s lead and leap frog Devine and put him on the tail of the leader. 
Through Tollymore 2, Cathcart claimed back a second from the Corolla but it all came to an end 
for Glenn on stage 5 when he rolled the Corolla in Rostrevor. Mechanical woes also claimed 
Devine in Rostrevor, which left the way open for the top production cars to dominate the top 3. 
 
In the end, Cathcart controlled the pace in his Subaru at the front to head home Donagh Kelly 
and Paul Britton with Stephen Moore claiming fourth place to keep his Championship 
aspirations alive.  
 
Top 2-wheel drive performance of the day came from local man Paul Killen, who wowed the 
spectators with his antics in a MKII Escort to clinch 12th overall. Other notable performances 
included Ballykinlar’s Sean Warnock in 20th overall and a class win and 23rd overall for John 
and Gavin Devlin from Banbridge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.0 CHAMPIONSHIPS & CHALLENGES 
 

The 2008 F&M Contracts Down Rally is a counting round of the MSA 
PACENOTES Northern  Ireland Stage Rally Championship . This 
highly popular national series comprises of 10 events, and includes 
Race circuit based events, closed road events and the best forest 

roads that the North can offer. To hold the title of ‘a Northern Ireland Champion’, the winner has 
had to prove his, or her, ability on a diverse mixture of conditions and surfaces.  
 

Included along side the main Championship, 2 wheel drive crews have 
the SUPERDRIVE MOTORSPORTS CENTRE Challenge. The top 3 
finishers in each round receive an entry voucher to use on their next 
championship event.  

 
       The now popular production class also have the SUNOCO Cup for all    
       registered competitors in class 2 (Group N over 2000cc) on each   
       event. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 MSA Pacenotes NI Rally Championship 
 standings after round 8   
 

OVERALL  
Sean Devine & Damien Duffin                       8 4 points 
Glenn Allen & Damien Connolly                    81  points 
Conor McCloskey & Francis Regan              77 poi nts  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Superdrive 2wd 
James Kennedy - 82 points 
John Waring - 64 points 
Wesley Patterson - 55 points 
 

Class 4 
John Devlin - 79 points 
Mervyn Wilson - 66 points 
Alan Faloon - 48 points 
 

Sunoco GpN Cup & Class 2  
Neil McCance - 55 points 
Cathal Rogers - 48 points 
Brian McFall - 39 points 
Alan Carmichael - 38 points 
 

Class 1 
Peter O’Kane - 35 Points 
 Class 3 
Oran Donnelly - 82 points 
Dermot O’Hagan - 81 points 
Brian Black - 61 points 

Class 5 
Robert Erwin - 89 points 
Nigel Simpson - 40 points 
William Smith - 40 points 

Class 6 
Glenn Williamson - 67 points 
Paul Mogey - 62 points 
Alan Simms - 35 points 
 

Class 8 
John Waring - 64 points 
Wesley Patterson - 55 points 
David Armstrong - 34 points 

Class 7 
James Kennedy - 82 points 
Frank Kelly - 30 points 
Andrew Hamilton - 29 points 

Ladies Award 
Emma McKinstry 
Junior Award 
Robert Erwin  

6.0 PROVISIONAL EVENT DETAILS. 
 
 

Date:   Saturday 18th October 2008 

Rally Headquarters:   Kings Inn, Castlewellan, Co Down 

Scrutiny Venue:   Walter Watson Ltd, Castlewellan, Co Down 

Documentation:   Walter Watson Ltd & Kings Inn, Castlewellan. 

Event Format:   7 Stages (3 loops) 

Stage Surface:   95% unsealed, 5% sealed 

Stage Mileage:   Up to 38 miles (63kms) 

Road section mileage:   113 miles (188kms) 

Service Area:   Castlewellan Forest Park 

Number of services:   2 
 
 

7.0 CLASSES 
 

The event will be divided into the following classes: - 
Class 1 – Group N cars up to and including 2000cc  
Class 2 – Group N cars over 2000cc  
Class 3 – Clubman (Group A and modified) cars up to and including 1450cc  
                      2-wheel drive only 
Class 4 – Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 1451cc up to and including 

1650cc having not more than two valves per cylinder. 2 wheel drive only 
Class 5 - Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 1451cc up to and including 

1650cc having more than two valves per cylinder. 2 wheel drive only. 
Class 6 - Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 1651cc up to and including 

2100cc having not more than two valves per cylinder. 2 wheel drive only. 
Class 7 - Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 1651cc up to and including 

2100cc having more than two valves per cylinder. 2 wheel drive only. 
Class 8-         Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 2101cc 2 wheel drive only. 
Class 9 – A8 & WRC and all other eligible cars. 
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9.0 SAFETY ON THE DOWN RALLY 
 

 

 
. 

8.0 SCRUTINY DETAILS 
 
 
Scrutiny will be held at Walter Watson Ltd, Aughlisnafin Road, Castlewellan on Friday 17 th 
October 2008. The scrutiny session will begin at 18:00hrs and ends at 22:00hrs.   
 
Directions to Scrutiny from Castlewellan town centr e. 
 
Follow A25 sign posted Clough / Downpatrick. 
After 1.4 miles turn left into B175 / Ballylough Road 
After 1.9 miles turn right into Aughlisnafin Road 
After 0.1 miles turn left into Walter Watson Ltd. 
(Please note that Walter Watson Ltd has their main facility on the left before the Aughlisnafin 
turn)  
 
Directions to Scrutiny from Clough. 
 
Turn onto A25 Castlewellan Road 
After 2.5 miles turn right onto the Aughlisnafin Road 
After 1.4 miles turn right into Walter Watson Ltd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9.0 PROVISIONAL SCHEDULE 
 

 
Control 

   
First Car Due 

    
Pre Start –  
Ceremonial Start - Kings Inn  

  08:04 
08:19 

SS 1   08:30 
Tollymore Forest 1    
    

SS 2 
Rostrevor Forest 1 

  
 

09:11 

First Service Halt 
Castlewellan Forest Park 

  10:21 

SS3 
Drumkeeragh 1 

  
 

11.14 

    
SS4  
Tollymore 2 

  
 

11.46 

    
SS5 
Rostrevor 2 

  
 

12.27 

Second Service Halt 
Castlewellan Forest Park 

  13:37 

SS6   14:40 
Drumkeeragh 2    
    
SS7 
Tollymore 3 

  
 

15:12 

Ceremonial Finish  
Kings Inn- Lower Square, 
Castlewellan, Co Down 

  

 
16:15 

 

  Gibson Autos Ltd  
   High Performance Vehicles & 4x4 

 

   159 Castlewellan Rd  
   Banbridge  Co.Down 

       02840-627434   07802-804440  

   Any make or model of Japanese or 
Euro Import can be supplied.... Phone 

for  details.  

  www.gibsonautos.com  



10.0 OVERVIEW MAPS 

 

  
Red = Scrutiny Venue.  Yellow  = Service Park.   Blue  = Rally HQ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Drumkeeragh 
SS 3 & 6 

Tollymore 
SS 1, 4, & 7 
 

Rostrevor 
SS 2 & 5 

Service Park 
Castlewellan Forest 
Park 



11.0 STAGES 
 
The event uses 3 separate venues for its stages.  
 
 
 
 
25.0 Media 
 

Media sign on 
Contact details for media guide and maps 
 
25.0 Media 
 

Media sign on 

25.0 Media 
 

Media sign on 
Contact details for media guide and maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tollymore Forest:   
Stage distance: Approximately 7.5 miles. 
Stage run 3 times.  
Stage starts with an uphill section, climbing into a long smooth middle section, 
which leads into a technical downhill section. The test finishes off with a series of 
fast sections, linked by sweeping open hairpin bends.  
 

NO ACCESS AT STAGE START UNLESS BY FOOT FROM MAIN CARPARK 
 

Excellent photo opportunities available within the last section of the stage at the 
hairpin at ‘Parnells Bridge’ and at the last uphill open hairpin left junction. Both 
these junctions have a fairly fast approach. Both locations have easy access from 
the end of the stage. Parking is available at 
Other locations which may require a walk from the main car park in Tollymore are 
at the two hairpin junctions close to the ‘Meeting of the Waters’. Again both 
junctions have fairly fast approaches. 
Other good photo opportunities can be found for those wiling to walk into the 
stage. 
 
See section 9 for Stage start times. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rostrevor:   



Stage distance: 5 miles. 
Stage run twice. 
 

NO ACCESS FROM STAGE START OR AT THE TARMAC ROAD INTO THE 
STAGE  OFF THE NEWTOWN ROAD. (as marked on stage map) 
 

Fast start into a series of jumps, including one of the biggest straight jumps in the 
championship (see cover photo). The fast flowing first section leads to a short 
burst on tarmac before turning hairpin left into a smooth uphill section which levels 
out after another hairpin to the picturesque finish line overlooking Carlingford 
Lough. 
 

The only parking available to reach the start section of this stage is available from 
the Yellow Water Car Park on the Newtown road. A path leads from the northern 
side of the car park, across the two foot bridges and turns back south along the 
Ulster Way to join the stage start. 
 

Other locations are available from the main Kilbroney Car park to the hairpin left, 
(fast approach on tarmac to turn onto gravel at Junction 5) and from the Car park 
at the top of the Forest Drive which requires an uphill walk from the end of the 
stage to access to flowing final section of the stage with some stunning views in 
the background.  
 
Please note that a One Way Traffic system operates o n the Forest drive. 
 
See section 9 for Stage start times. 
 

Drumkeeragh:   
Stage distance: 3 miles 
Stage run twice 
 

NO PARKING AT ACCESS TO STAGE START 
 

A tighter, more technical stage with lots of bends, crests and dips. Stage opens 
out into a faster open section over the top of the forest towards the finish at the 
hairpin right before the car park. 
 
Car parking available at the main Drumkeeragh Forest car park with the middle 
section accessible by a short walk through the middle of the complex to the start 
and mid stage junction. 
Easy access and parking on the main road where the stage runs along the 
boundary before the run to the final hairpin right across the finish line. 
 
Again some good locations from the middle cross roads onwards for those willing 
to walk. 
 
See section 9 for Stage start times. 

 

 
 
 

12.0 SERVICE AREA  
 
Access to the Service area is through the Main Entrance to Castlewellan Forest Park in the 
centre of Castlewellan. Please note that a one way system operates in Castlewellan Forest 
Park. 
 

The competing cars will have 2 Service breaks during the event where they can refuel, change 
tyres and repair the cars for the next section of the Rally. 
 

Prior to the service, a regroup has been organised so that any delays can be minimised. The 
cars will be queued up on the gravel approach road into the Service area. This can be easily 
accessed from the main spectator car park. 
 

Numerous photo and interview opportunities will be available at the Regroup area and Service 
Area with competitors and the interested spectators during the day. 
 

Interim results will be available from the Results office in the park. 
 
 
 
 



13.0 SERVICE AREA MAP 
 
 

 
 
  Regroup/Service Schedule: 
First Regroup – First Car Due – 09:39hrs 
First Service – First Car Due  -  10:09hrs (20 min service) 
 
Second Regroup – First Car Due – 12:53hrs 
Second Service – First Car Due – 13:23hrs (20 min service) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14.0 CEREMONIAL FINISH 
 

The ceremonial finish will be 
held in front of Kings Inn, Lower 
Square, Castlewellan.  
The first car is schedules to 
arrive at  16:15 hrs (subject to 
delays) for the champagne 
spraying.  
It is planned that all the 
finishers will be assembled in 
the lower square before the 
winner is celebrated. 
 

Numerous photo opportunities 
will be available with the 
winners, competitors, cars and 
spectators.  
 
 
15.0 Local weather 

 

A weather prediction for the area can be found by clicking the Met Office logo or the 
link below. 
www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/ni/warrenpoint_fore cast_weather.html  
 

The predicted Sunrise/Sunset times for Saturday 18th October 2008 are: 
Sunrise - 06:38hrs 
Sunset  - 17:06hrs 
 

Estimated 10hrs, 28minutes of daylight. 
 
Average temperatures for the month of October: 9.7°C (49.5°F)  
Average Rainfall for the month of October: 79.5 mm (3.1 inches) 
  

16.0 Accommodation                                                                                                      

All enquiries regarding accommodation should be boo ked through the following facility. 

Newcastle Tourist Information Centre 

�

� �

� � �
� � �
� � �

Please ensure you  inform them that you are attending the Rally! 

Newcastle Tourist Information Centre  
10-14 Central Promenade,  
Newcastle, BT33 0AA 
T  +44 (0) 28 4372 2222 
F  +44 (0) 28 4372 2400 
E newcastle.tic@downdc.gov.uk  
http: //www.downdc.gov.uk  

 
Opening Hours:- Mon – Sat: 10:00 to 17:00 
                           Sun             14:00 to 17:00  

 



17.0 Emergency Services 
 

· Medical  – the following hospitals have 24hr A&E departments which will treat serious 
injuries and sudden illnesses. 

 

Downe Hospital , Pound Lane, Downpatrick.  +44 (0) 28 4461 3311 
 

Daisy Hill Hospital , Hospital Road, Newry.   +44 (0) 28 3083 5000  
 

For emergencies only, Dial 999 or 112. 
 

· NI Fire & Rescue Service - Emergencies only, Dial 999 or 112. 
 

· Police Service Northern Ireland  –   
   Non- Emergency calls dial 0845 600 8000 
   Emergencies Only – dial 999 or 122 
 
 
 

18.0 Amenities/Services available locally 
 

· Fuel: 
Road fuel will be available during the event at the following local service stations. 

 
· Barbican Filling Station, 80-82 Dundrum Rd, Newcastle - +44 (0) 28 4372 3945 

o  
· Eurospar, 7 Dublin Road, Castlewellan - +44 (0) 28 4377 1881 

o TEXACO Fuel - 
· Lennon’s Service Station, Newcastle Rd, Castlewellan - +44 (0) 28 4377 8263 

o JET Fuel -  
· Mourne Fresh Foods, 14 Castlewellan Rd, Newcastle - +44 (0) 28 4372 4979 

o  
 

· Cash:  
The currency used in South Down is £ Sterling. Most shops, Service stations and stores 
will accept credit/debit cards. 
 

Cash Machines are available at the following locations: 
o Eurospar, 7 Dublin Road Castlewellan 
o Northern Bank, Lower Square, Castlewellan 
o Ulster Bank, Main Street, Castlewellan 

 
 

· Pharmacies:  
There are 2 Pharmacies located in Castlewellan. Minor medical advice is    

           available over the counter in most chemists. 
o McKeevers Chemists, 13 Main St, Castlewellan - +44 (0)28 4377 8361 
o McCann’s Pharmacy, 57-59 Main St, Castlewellan - +44 (0) 28 4377 1448 

 

· Take Away food: 
o Eastern Pearl, 8 Upper Square - +44 (0) 28 4377 8371 
o Zebedees, 100 Main St. - +44 (0) 28 4377 1410  

 
 

· Local Motor Factors: 
o Autozone, Downpatrick - +44 (0) 28 4461 4141 
o Ballynahinch Motor Factors, Ballynahinch - +44 (0) 28 9756 3935 
o Fox Autospares, Downpatrick - +44 (0) 28 4483 8713 
o Mourne Autospares, Newcastle - +44 (0) 28 4372 4240 
o Parts Centre, Ballyward - +44 (0) 28 4065 0325 

 
· Dismantlers: 

o B&C McKeown, Downpatrick - +44 (0) 28 4461 6615 
o Cochrane Car Spares, Seaford - +44 (0) 28 4481 1675 
o Craig’s Autosalvage, Downpatrick - +44 (0) 28 4461 4942 

· Tyre Suppliers/Puncture repair: 
o McCann Tyre Services, Castlewellan - +44 (0) 28 4377 8424 
o Newcastle Tyre Centre, Newcastle - +44 (0) 28 4372 3805 

 

19.0 Legal facts 
 

· Speed limits  – The National maximum speed limits in Northern Ireland are as follows: 
Towns & built up areas           30 mph (48kph) 
Main and arterial roads           60 mph (96kph)  
Carriageway and Motorways  70 mph (112kph) 

 

· Mobile phone use  – It is illegal to use a mobile phone while driving in Northern Ireland.   
           We recommended the use of a hands free kit.  
 

· Seatbelts  – The wearing of seatbelts is mandatory. 
 

· Drink drive rules  – The legal limit in the Northern Ireland is 80 milligrammes of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of blood. However, Rathfriland Motor Club recommends that you do not 
drive if under the influence of alcohol, no matter how little.  

 
20.0 Other useful information 
 

· International Dialling Codes –  

Making a call to the ROI:  
To call the Republic of Ireland, the following dial code is required. 
 +353 to dial in (00 353 from NI) and drop the first ‘0’ from the 
phone number 
 

Making a call from the ROI:  
To call from the Republic of Ireland, the following dial code is 
required. 
 +44 code to dial out (00 44 for NI) and drop the first ‘0’ from the 
phone number 

 

While in NI: 
If you are having difficulty making UK calls, dial 100. 
If you are having difficulty making International calls, dial 155. 
 

For Directory Enquiries dial 118 24 7. (Other providers are available) 
 

· Language   
The main language used in South Down is English. 

 

· Time  
Standard Northern Ireland time is GMT. 

           Rally Time will be based on the GMT/BBC time – Dial 123.  
Or click the link below: 

 

http://www.horlogeparlante.com/english/united_kingd om_belfast_537.php  
 
 


