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Organised & Promoted by Rathfriland Motor Club Ltd. 

This Rally Guide is for Information only and has no regulatory value. 
 



An Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty . 
 

 
County Down  is where, in the words of the famous song by Percy French, " the mountains of 
Mourne sweep down to the sea", and the granite Mourne Mountains continue to be renowned 
for their beauty. Slieve Donard, at 848 metres (2,796 feet), is the highest peak in the Mournes 
and the highest in Northern Ireland. Another important peak is Slieve Croob, at 532 metres 
(1,775 ft), is the source of the River Lagan. 

Down is remarkable for its many low, 
beautifully cultivated hills. However, in 
South Down, it is still the rugged 
Mountains of Mourne that dominate the 
skyline, offering a striking contrast to this 
arable fertile land.  
 

To the east, the Ards Peninsula forms a 
barrier between the sea and an almost 
land-locked Strangford Lough.  
 

With a history spanning 7000 years, County Down has many important archaeological sites and 
ancient monuments, together with attractions for the sportsman, the climber and the walker, and 
now, the Motorsport enthusiast. 
 
 
�

Castlewellan  is a market town situated in the foothills of the Mourne Mountains and Slieve 
Croob in an area of outstanding natural beauty.  
Designed around the 18th century, with its wide tree lined streets and elegant squares is 
widely acclaimed for its striking plan form and the beauty of its natural surroundings. 
It contains a variety of buildings of historic and architectural significance, many of them listed 
and included in a local Heritage trail.  
 

Visitors to Castlewellan are mostly heading for one or other of the 
two forest parks nearby but this agreeable market town deserves 
more than a passing glance, with it’s squares, two market houses 
and two attractive churches.  
 

Internationally renowned for its Arboretum, Castlewellan Forest Park 
has become one of the key attractions for tourists to the region. 
Dating from about 1860 the Arboretum contains exotic trees and 
plants from throughout the world and is particularly famed for the 
conifer 'Castlewellan Gold'. Also featured in the Arboretum are the 
walled Annesley Garden, spring garden, autumn wood, winter 
garden and rhododendron woods. 
 

 
The world's largest permanent hedge Maze is the Peace Maze 
in Castlewellan Forest Park, which has a total area of 11,215 
m² (2.771 acres), a total path length of 3.515 km (2.184 miles) 
and opened on September 12, 2001. The maze was designed 
by Beverley Lear (UK) and created by the Forest Service, 
Northern Ireland and members of the public.  
Visitors to the event can try their navigation skills around the 
labyrinth of paths as the Maze is a short stroll from the Event 
Service Park. 
 
 
 

 



1.0 Welcome from the Clerk of the Course. 
 

Welcome to the Down Rally 2008. We are very pleased to confirm our continued sponsorship 
with FM Contracts, who have committed to a long-term sponsorship agreement following the 
successful 2007 event. We are also indebted to Down District Council, the Forest Service, 
Walter Watson Limited and St. Malachy's High School, Castlewellan, for their continued support 
and provision of facilities. 
 
We are also delighted to confirm some changes and improvements for this year's event.  
 

We now have the use of the extensive Tollymore Forest Complex for the whole day after a 
successful and positive experiment last year. This allows more mileage and the ability to vary 
the stage layout. Comments from 2007 competitors, stewards and spectators alike were all very 
positive, and one of the event stewards, Nigel Hughes, Clerk of the Course of the Circuit of 
Ireland, described the Tollymore Forest Complex stages as "the best forest roads in Northern 
Ireland". It is our hope that competitors and spectators alike will all enjoy these roads once 
again in 2008. 
 

The unrestricted access to Tollymore also enables us to reduce the road sections compared to 
2007, giving a better balance between road and stages miles. 
 
Another change we are making for 2008 is the running of the small 2WD classes (1,3&4) at the 
front of the field , to ensure they avail of smoother road surfaces on each pass. 
Also new for ’08 is the presentation of a ‘finishers award’  to all competitors who are classified 
in the final results. 
 
The event will once again be based in Castlewellan, starting and finishing at Kings Inn on the 
Lower Square. Scrutiny will be at the same venue as last year, Walter Watson Ltd on the 
Aughlisnafin Road. Centralised servicing will again take place in Castlewellan Forest Park, and 
the Tollymore, Drumkeeragh and Rostrevor stages will be used, with a total of 7 stages (3 
loops) throughout the day, comprising around 40 stage miles. 
 
We very much look forward to welcoming you to the 2008 FM Contracts Down Rally, if you have 
any queries please do not hesitate to get in touch via the contact details on the website or this 
Rally Guide. 
 
Andy Gilmore 
Clerk of the Course, FM Contracts Down Rally 2008 
 
2.0  Message from the Sponsor 
 

FM Contracts are a local building and preservation company, offering the complete building 
service to suit your needs. The company is delighted to be able to support the Down Rally again 
after a successful event 2007. 
Having competed for years myself, it is great to be getting back into the driving seat after 10 
years, and it is a great honour to be associated with a local motor club, especially when the rally 
is based around my own local town. 
I wish everyone involved a safe and enjoyable event. 
 

Frank McMullan  
FM Contracts 
 

3.0  Very brief event history 
 

The Down Rally started life as the Kilbroney Clubman Stages Rally, based in Rostrevor forest 
park. In 2006, it was decided to apply for Northern Ireland Rally Championship status which 
necessitated relocation from Rostrevor to the Castlewellan area, and a move from Tarmac to 
gravel. After a successful pilot event, the event was accepted into the Pacenotes Championship 
for 2007.  



4.0  Past winners 
 

· 2005 McGrady Insurance Down Rally 
1. Sean Devine & Ciaran Kelly                       Subaru Impreza WRC 
2. Neil McCance & Martin O’Neil                    Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 8.5 
3. Richard Cathcart & Marshal Clark              Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 7 
4. Raymond Mason & Peter Martin                Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 6 
5. Andy Magee & Vincent Fergus                   Ford Escort MkII 
6. John Walker & Dessie Wilson                    Subaru Impreza STI 

 

· 2006 McGrady Insurance Down Rally  
1. Kevin Lynch & Martin McNichol                  Subaru Impreza WRC 
2. Sean Devine & Damien Duffin                    Subaru Impreza WRC 
3. Darren Gass & Johnny Crozier                   Toyota Celica GT4 
4. Neil McCance & Sean Ferris                       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9  
5. Mark Barnett & Terry Walkinshaw               Ford Escort Mk II 
6. John Walker & David Meeke                       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9 

 

· 2007 FM Contracts Down Rally 
1. Richard Cathcart & Martin Brady                  Subaru Impreza N10 
2. Donagh Kelly & Kevin Flanaghan                 Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 8.5  
3. Paul Britton & Martin McGarrity                    Subaru Impreza N10 
4. Stephen Moore & Tony McHugh                  Subaru Impreza 555 
5. PJ Gillespie & Mary O’Kane                         Mitsubishi Lancer Evo  
6. Andrew Ritchie & Garnet McFettridge          Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 7  

 
 
5.0  Championships & Challenges 
 
 
 

The 2008 FM Contracts Down Rally is a counting round of the MSA 
PACENOTES Northern  Ireland Stage Rally Championship . This 
highly popular national series comprises of 10 events, and includes 
Race circuit based events, closed road events and the best forest 

roads that the North can offer. To hold the title of ‘a Northern Ireland Champion’, the winner has 
had to prove his, or her, ability on a diverse mixture of conditions and surfaces.  
 

Contact: Championship Co ordinator, Kieron O’Neill.                  (+44) 078 3164 7692 
                                                                                                     Email: koneill5@hotmail.com  
 
 

Included along side the main Championship, 2 wheel drive crews have 
the SUPERDRIVE MOTORSPORTS CENTRE Challenge. The top 3 
finishers in each round receive a cash prize to use on their next 
championship event.  

 

Contact: Safron Thomas, Superdrive Motorsports Centre.          (+44) 028 3885 2545 
                                                                                                    Email: safron@superdrive.com  

 
 
       The now popular production class also have the SUNOCO Cup for all    
       registered competitors in class 2 (Group N over 2000cc) on each   
       event. 
 

Contact: Jim Crozier, Irish Racing Fuels & Lubricants.               (+44) 077 7828 8108 
               Email: jimcrozier@tiscali.co.uk  
 
 



6.0  Provisional event details. 
 
 

Date:   Saturday 18th October 2008 

Rally Headquarters:   Castlewellan, Co Down 

Scrutiny Venue:   Castlewellan, Co Down 

Documentation:   Castlewellan, Co Down 

Event Format:   7 Stages (3 loops) 

Stage Surface:   95% unsealed, 5% sealed 

Stage Mileage:   Up to 38 miles (63kms) 

Road section mileage:   113 miles (188kms) 

Service Area:   Castlewellan Forest Park 

Number of services:   2 
 

Entries open   On publication of the Regulations 

Priority Entries close Wednesday 1st October 2008   

Entries Close - Standard Fee  Friday 3rd October 2008 17:00hrs  

Entries Close - Late Fee Friday 10th October 2008  17:00hrs  

Event Press Launch Friday 10th October 2008  15:00hrs  

      
Kings Inn, Lower Square, 
Castlewellan, Co Down.   

Posting of Instructions No1 Saturday 11th October 2008   

Publication of Entry List Monday 13th October 2008   

Scrutiny and Documentation  Friday 17th October 2008  19:00 to 22:00hrs  

      
Walter Watson Ltd, Castlewellan, 
Co Down.   

    
Documentation    Saturday 18th October 2008 07:00 to 08:30hrs  

      
Kings Inn, Lower Square, 
Castlewellan, Co Down   

First car leaves Start  Saturday 18th October 2008 08:31hrs  

      

Kings Inn, Lower Square, 
Castlewellan, Co Down. 
Cars in class 1, 3 & 4 will lead 
the field away.   

First car arrives at finish Saturday 18th October 2008 approx 17:00hrs  

      
Kings Inn,  
Castlewellan, Co Down.   



7.0  Key officials 
 
Position Name Email 
 

Clerk of the Course                           Andy Gilmore             andy.gilmore@mmbuildingservices.co.uk  
Assistant Clerk of the Course           Patsy Branney            branney@btinternet.com  
Deputy Clerk of the Course              Colm King                      colm.king@ulsterbank.com  
Secretary of the Meeting   Paul Biggerstaff          paul.biggerstaff@tiscali.co.uk  
Chief Safety Officer   Sam Magill                  info@rathfrilandmotorclub.com  
Competitor Liaison Officer                Des O’Loan                desmondoloan@hotmail.com  
Chief Timekeeper   Robert Coursey 
Chief Medical Officer   Dr David Greene 
Chief Scrutineer   Gavin McLean 
 
8.0  Classes 
 

The event will be divided into the following classes: - 
Class 1 – Group N cars up to and including 2000cc  
Class 2 – Group N cars over 2000cc  
Class 3 – Clubman (Group A and modified) cars up to and including 1450cc  
                      2-wheel drive only 
Class 4 – Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 1451cc up to and including 

1650cc having not more than two valves per cylinder. 2 wheel drive only 
Class 5 - Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 1451cc up to and including 

1650cc having more than two valves per cylinder. 2 wheel drive only. 
Class 6 - Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 1651cc up to and including 

2100cc having not more than two valves per cylinder. 2 wheel drive only. 
Class 7 - Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 1651cc up to and including 

2100cc having more than two valves per cylinder. 2 wheel drive only. 
Class 8 -       Clubman (Group A and modified) cars from 2101cc 2 wheel drive only. 
Class 9 -       All other eligible cars including A8 & WRC. 
 
 

MI National Forestry Championship Competitors: 
The following guide shows which class you should enter compared to the classes offered 
by your home Championship. 
 

�� MI Class 1 - NI Class 3. 
�� MI Class 2 - NI Class 4. 
�� MI Class 3 - NI Class 5 
�� MI Class 4 - NI Class 7 
�� MI Class 5 - If over 1651cc, more than 2 valves per cylinder – NI Class 6  

                               If 2051cc to 3500cc – NI Class 8 
�� MI Class 6 - NI Class 9 
�� MI Class 7 - NI Class 9 
�� MI Class 8 - NI Class 2 
�� MI Class 9 - Juniors will be incorporated into classes 3, 4 or 5 as applicable. 

 

    
 

9.0  Background to the Event Supplementary Regulations  
 
The FM Contracts Down Rally is organised according to the Regulations of the Motor Sport 
Association (MSA), the governing body of Motorsport in the UK. 
For those of you who are not familiar with the MSA regulations, the relevant sections of the 
Competitors’ Yearbook can be viewed on the event website, www.downrally.com .  
 
 



10.0  Entering the event 
 

Anyone wishing to enter the FM Contracts Down Rally must firstly read a copy of the Event 
Supplementary Regulations, complete an entry form for the event and forward it, with the 
appropriate entry fee included to the Secretary of the Meeting: 
 

Paul Biggerstaff, 9 Montague Park; Tandragee, County Armagh, NI. BT62 2NU. 
 

Email: paul.biggerstaff@tiscali.co.uk 
Tel / Text: +44 (0) 77 5384 6734 between 6pm and 10pm 
Tel:           +44 (0) 28 3884 1823 between 6pm and 10pm. 
 

Standard Entry fee: 
£ 285-00 (€335-00) if applied for before  3rd October 2008. 
 

Late Fee: 
£ 335-00 (€375-00) if applied for after  3rd October 2008. 
 

Entries finally close on 11 th October 2008. 
 

The Standard Entry fee includes the following: 
· Legal Liability Insurance cover (see section 10 for details) 

· One Road book 
· One set of timecards 
· One service plate & service pack 
· All numbered event decals 
· All organiser’s associated sponsors decals  

 

Confirmation of a received entry will be sent within 36 hours, preferably by email, or by post if 
email is not available, and acceptance of entry will be confirmed with Final Instructions No1 by 
email on Saturday 11th October or by post on Monday 13th October. 
 

11.0  Insurance 
 

Description of Insurance cover. 
The Organisers have made arrangements to insure entrants and drivers against third party risks 
while taking part in such parts of the Rally as are held on private lands or on roads specifically 
closed for the purpose. The indemnity provided under this special insurance is £30,000,000 
(thirty million pounds sterling) for any one accident or occurrence. 
The insurance cover will come into effect from the start and will cease at the end of the rally or 
at the moment of retirement, disqualification or exclusion. (This is included in your entry fee.) 
 

Road Traffic Act Insurance: 

Lockton Motor Sports Traffic Scheme. 
The organisers have applied to Lockton for a Blanket Cover Note under the above scheme. This 
will provide Competitors who need to use the Scheme with Third Party Cover necessary to meet 
the Road Traffic Act requirements on the road sections of the event. 
The basic rate for the event (before any loading) will be £26-00 (€33-00)   
This is additional to the entry fee. 
 

To qualify for this scheme the driver must be able to comply with the points set out in Section 26 
of the Supplementary Regulations and sign the Lockton Declaration Form at Documentation. 
If the driver is not able to comply with the points set out in SR 26, they must contact Lockton at 
the earliest opportunity for an acceptance letter to be issued. 
If you require assistance, please contact the Secretary of the Meeting.  
 

Competitors own Insurance. 
Competitors can compete on the event if they have made separate arrangement with their own 
Insurance broker to provide Third Party Cover necessary to meet Road Traffic Act requirements 
for the event. This Insurance must be presented at Documentation. 



12.0  Overview maps 

 

  
Red = Scrutiny Venue.  Yellow  = Service Park.   Blue  = Rally HQ. 



13.0  Scrutiny details and diagrams 
 
Scrutiny will be held at Walter Watson Ltd, Aughlisnafin Road, Castlewellan on Friday 17th 
October 2008.     
The scrutiny session will begin at 18:00hrs and ends at 22:00hrs.   
No individual times for Scrutiny will be issued, but we would encourage competitors within a 30 
mile radius of Castlewellan to arrive before 19:00hrs to allow those travelling to avail of the later 
slots. 
 

Directions to Scrutiny from Castlewellan town centr e. 
 

Follow A25 sign posted Clough / Downpatrick. 
After 1.4 miles turn left into B175 / Ballylough Road 
After 1.9 miles turn right into Aughlisnafin Road 
After 0.1 miles turn left into Walter Watson Ltd. 
(Please note that Walter Watson Ltd have their main facility on the left before the Aughlisnafin turn)  
 
Directions to Scrutiny from Clough. 
 

Turn onto A25 Castlewellan Road 
After 2.5 miles turn right onto the Aughlisnafin Road 
After 1.4 miles turn right into Walter Watson Ltd. 
 

On arrival, crew members should follow marshal’s instructions on unloading and 
loading trailers. 
 
 

 
 
 
Once a vehicle has been through Scrutiny and reloaded on the trailer, the crew must proceed to 
the Rally Administration Office, situated on the ground floor of the main office block.  
 
If the service crew are bringing the vehicles to Scrutiny, the crew can then attend Sign On / 
Documentation on Saturday as listed in item 15.0. 
 
 



14.0  Pre Start & Start procedure 
 
 

 
 
 
Entry to the service area is via the main Castlewellan Forest Park entrance, opposite the Main 
Square and Library in the centre of the town. Please note that a One Way Traffic system 
operates in Castlewellan Forest Park. 
  

All crew must follow marshal’s instructions on parking and directions to the trailer 
park in St Malachy’s School when they first arrive in the Service Area. 
 
Rally Administration Office, Saturday 18 th October. 
On the morning of the event, Signing On and Documentation will be held in the Kings Inn, 
Lower Square, Castlewellan from 07:00hrs to 08:30hrs. 
 

Please note that there will not  be a Driver’ Briefing on the morning of the event. 
All necessary information will be included in Final Instructions No2. 
 

Pre Start Procedure: 
The Pre Start Control (TC0) will be located at the exit of the Car Park / Service Area as 
indicated in the diagram above. 
Crews must report at TC0 15 minutes before  their due time at TC1. 
 

Crews will then make their way to TC1 for the Ceremonial start at the front of the Kings Inn, 
Lower Square, Castlewellan.  Directions from TC0 to TC1 will be included in the Event Road 
Book.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15.0  Provisional Schedule 

Control Liaison  Stage Distance FCD 
TC 0 - Prestart   08:14 
TC 1 – Start 
TC 2 – Arr SS1 

0.80 
3.61 

 08:29 
08:37 

TC 3 – SS1   08:40 
TC 4 – Finish SS1  7.00  
 

TC5 Arr SS2 
 

11.40 
  

09:16 
TC 6 – SS2 
TC 7 – Finish SS2 

  
5.00 

09:19 

TC 8 – Regroup In 20.00  10:09 
TC9/10 – R/G out Service in   10:39 
 

Loop 1 totals 
 

35.81 
 

12.00 
 

 

TC11 – Service Out 
 
 

  

10:59 

TC12 – Arr SS3 9.62  11.19 
TC 13 – SS3 
TC 14 – Finish SS3 

  
3.00 

11.22 

 

TC 15 – Arr SS4 
 

11.40 
  

11.51 
TC 16 – SS4 
TC 17 – Finish SS4 

  
7.00 

11.54 

 

TC18 – Arr SS5 
 

11.40 
  

12:30 
TC 19 – SS5 
TC20 – Finish SS5 

  
5.00 

12.33 

 

TC 21 – Regroup In 
 

20.00 
  

13:23 
TC22/23 – R/G out Service in   13:53 
 

Loop 2 totals 
 

52.42 
 

15.00 
 

 

TC 24 – Service Out 
 
 

  

14:23 

TC 25 – Arr SS6 9.62  14:43 
TC 26 – SS6   14:46 
TC 27 – Finish SS6  3.00  
 

TC 28 – Arr SS7 
 

11.42 
  

15:15 
TC 29 – SS7 
TC 30 – Finish SS7 

  
8.00 

15:18 

 

TC 31 – Regroup In 
TC 32 – Regroup Out 
TC 33 – Finish Control 
 

Loop 3 totals 

 

4.20 
 

0.80 
 

25.24 

 
 
 
 
 

11.00 

 

15:42 
16:02 
16:15 

 

Total Mileage 113.47 38.00  

 



16.0  Patterson Safety Notes 
 
There will be no Recce available for this event.  
Competitors may purchase Route Notes and DVD from Patterson Pace Notes. Only the Route 
Notes supplied by Patterson Pace Notes may be used on the event. This does not, however, 
preclude competitors from making notations thereon to suit their own purposes. Unauthorised 
pre-event reconnaissance, practising or testing over the Special Stages on this event is 
forbidden as the Forests being used are popular walking routes. 
 

Please contact: 
Patterson Pacenotes, Brian Patterson - PATTPACE@aol.com  - Tel: (+44) 028 9084 9231 
 

17.0  Diagram of control boards used on the event 
 

At Stage Starts                            At Stage  Finishes 
 

 
18.0  Description of the Stages 
 

The event uses 3 separate venues for its stages. 
 

Tollymore:   
Stage distance: Both variations between 7 & 8 miles. 
Stage run 3 times in different variations.  
Stage starts with an uphill section, climbing into a long smooth middle section which leads into a 
technical downhill section. The test finishes off with a series of fast sections, linked by sweeping 
open hairpin bends.  
 

Kilbroney:   
Stage distance: 5 miles. 
Stage run twice. 
Fast start into a series of jumps, including one of the biggest straight jumps in the championship 
(see cover photo). The fast flowing first section leads to a short burst on tarmac before turning 
hairpin left into a smooth uphill section which levels out after another hairpin to the picturesque 
finishline overlooking Carlingford Lough. 
  
Drumkeeragh:   
Stage distance: 3 miles 
Stage run twice 
A tighter, more technical stage with lots of bends, crests and dips. Stage then opens out into a 
faster open section over the top of the forest towards the finish at the hairpin right before the 
carpark. 



19.0  Regroup proceedure 
 
Regrouping controls have been scheduled into the route before each service to enable the 
organisers to reduce any gaps or delays which occur during the event.  
Competitors will be held for up to set time between TC Regroup In and TC Regroup out/Service 
In.  
While between Regrouping controls, a state of Parc Ferme will exist and no work can be carried 
out on competing cars except for emergency repairs using tools carried on board the competing 
car (e.g changing a puncture) 
 

20.0  Service area 
 

Diagrams and list of amenities available 

 
 
 

21.0  Competitor Liaison Officer 
 

Des O’Loan has been appointed as Competitor Liaison Officer (CLO) and he will be available 
during the event. 
 

The Des is your first point of contact during the event, and can investigate any errors such as a 
wrong stage time, explain time penalties incurred during the event and give general advice 
during the weekend.  
We request that all queries are submitted to the CLO at the earliest opportunity.  
 

The CLO will be available at the following locations: 
 

Friday 17 th October 
      Scrutiny - Walter Watson Ltd – 18:00hrs to 22:00hrs. 
      (All reseed requests must be forwarded to the CLO before 22:00hrs 17th Oct)  
 

Saturday 18 th October 
     Documentation – Kings Inn – 07:00hrs – 09:30hrs 
     Regroup In control – Service area 09:30hrs to last service 
     Kings Inn – 17:00hrs until results are declared final.  
 



22.0  Local weather 
 

A weather prediction for the area can be found by clicking the Met Office logo or the 
link below. 
www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/ni/warrenpoint_fore cast_weather.html  
 

The predicted Sunrise/Sunset times for Saturday 18th October 2008 are: 
Sunrise - 06:38hrs 
Sunset  - 17:06hrs 
 

Estimated 10hrs, 28minutes of daylight. 
 
Average temperatures for the month of October: 9.7°C (49.5°F)  
Average Rainfall for the month of October: 79.5 mm (3.1 inches) 
  

23.0  Accommodation                                                                                                      

All enquiries regarding accommodation should be boo ked through the following facility. 

Newcastle Tourist Information Centre 

�

� �

� � �
� � �
� � �

Please ensure you  inform them that you are attending the Rally! 
 
 

�

24.0  Emergency Services 
 

· Medical  – the following hospitals have 24hr A&E departments which will treat serious 
injuries and sudden illnesses. 

 

Downe Hospital , Pound Lane, Downpatrick.  +44 (0) 28 4461 3311 
 

Daisy Hill Hospital , Hospital Road, Newry.   +44 (0) 28 3083 5000  
 

For emergencies only, Dial 999 or 112. 
 

· NI Fire & Rescue Service - Emergencies only, Dial 999 or 112. 
 

· Police Service Northern Ireland  –   
   Non- Emergency calls dial 0845 600 8000 
   Emergencies Only – dial 999 or 122 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newcastle Tourist Information Centre  
10-14 Central Promenade,  
Newcastle, BT33 0AA 
T  +44 (0) 28 4372 2222 
F  +44 (0) 28 4372 2400 
E newcastle.tic@downdc.gov.uk  
http: //www.downdc.gov.uk  

 
Opening Hours:- Mon – Sat: 10:00 to 17:00 
                           Sun             14:00 to 17:00  

 



25.0  Amenities/Services available locally 
 

· Fuel: 
Road fuel will be available during the event at the following local service stations. 

 
· Barbican Filling Station, 80-82 Dundrum Rd, Newcastle -  +44 (0) 28 4372 3945 

o BP 
· Eurospar, 7 Dublin Road, Castlewellan -                            +44 (0) 28 4377 1881 

o TEXACO Fuel  
· Lennon’s Service Station, Newcastle Rd, Castlewellan -    +44 (0) 28 4377 8263 

o JET Fuel   
· Mourne Fresh Foods, 14 Castlewellan Rd, Newcastle -     +44 (0) 28 4372 4979 

o Own brand 
 
 

· Cash:  
The currency used in South Down is £ Sterling. Most shops, Service stations and stores 
will accept credit/debit cards. 
 

Cash Machines are available at the following locations: 
o Eurospar, 7 Dublin Road Castlewellan 
o Northern Bank – Lower Square, Castlewellan (beside Rally HQ) 
o Ulster Bank – Main Street, Castlewellan 

 
 

· Pharmacies:  
There are 2 Pharmacies located in Castlewellan. Minor medical advice is    

           available over the counter in most chemists. 
o McKeevers Chemists, 13 Main St, Castlewellan - +44 (0)28 4377 8361 
o McCann’s Pharmacy, 57-59 Main St, Castlewellan - +44 (0) 28 4377 1448 

 
 

· Take Away food: 
o Eastern Pearl, 8 Upper Square - +44 (0) 28 4377 8371 
o Zebedees, 100 Main Stt. - +44 (0) 28 4377 1410  
o The Oak Grill, Main St. 
o New York Pizza Co, Main St. 

· Sit in meal:  
o Kings Inn, Lower Square. 
o Oak Grill, Main St. 
o Bilbo’s, Main St. 

 
 

· Local Motor Factors: 
o Autozone, Downpatrick - +44 (0) 28 4461 4141 
o Ballynahinch Motor Factors, Ballynahinch - +44 (0) 28 9756 3935 
o Fox Autospares, Downpatrick - +44 (0) 28 4483 8713 
o Mourne Autospares, Newcastle - +44 (0) 28 4372 4240 
o Parts Centre, Ballyward - +44 (0) 28 4065 0325 

 
· Dismantlers: 

o B&C McKeown, Downpatrick - +44 (0) 28 4461 6615 
o Cochrane Car Spares, Seaford - +44 (0) 28 4481 1675 
o Craig’s Autosalvage, Downpatrick - +44 (0) 28 4461 4942 

 
· Tyre Suppliers/Puncture repair: 

o McCann Tyre Services, Castlewellan - +44 (0) 28 4377 8424 
o Newcastle Tyre Centre, Newcastle - +44 (0) 28 4372 3805 

 
 



26.0  Legal facts 
 

· Speed limits  – The National maximum speed limits in Northern Ireland are as follows: 
Towns & built up areas           30 mph (48kph) 
Main and arterial roads           60 mph (96kph)  
Carriageway and Motorways  70 mph (112kph) 

 

· Mobile phone use  – It is illegal to use a mobile phone while driving in Northern Ireland.   
           We recommended the use of a hands free kit.  
 

· Seatbelts  – The wearing of seatbelts is mandatory. 
 

· Drink drive rules  – The legal limit in the Northern Ireland is 80 milligrammes of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of blood. However, Rathfriland Motor Club recommends that you do not 
drive if under the influence of alcohol, no matter how little.  

 
27.0  Other useful information 
 

· International Dialling Codes –  

Making a call to the ROI:  
To call the Republic of Ireland, the following dial code is required. 
 +353 to dial in (00 353 from NI) and drop the first ‘0’ from the 
phone number 
 

Making a call from the ROI:  
To call from the Republic of Ireland, the following dial code is 
required. 
 +44 code to dial out (00 44 for NI) and drop the first ‘0’ from the 
phone number 

 

While in NI: 
If you are having difficulty making UK calls, dial 100. 
If you are having difficulty making International calls, dial 155. 
 

For Directory Enquiries dial 118 24 7. (Other providers are available) 
 

· Language   
The main language used in South Down is English. 

 

· Time  
Standard Northern Ireland time is GMT. 

           Rally Time will be based on the GMT/BBC time – Dial 123.  
Or click the link below: 

 

http://www.horlogeparlante.com/english/united_kingd om_belfast_537.php  
 

28.0  Media 
 

A Media Guide will be available in the week before the event for accredited press. 
 

Please contact info@downrally.com  or call +44  (0)77 5384 6734 
 
 


